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Manor Primary School 

 Art and Design: Year 1  

Autumn Term: Drawing me! 

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will make a self-portrait to communicate ideas about themselves. They talk about images of children in drawings, paintings and photographs and artists’ self-portraits in order to develop ideas about how 

they will portray themselves. They investigate a range of drawing materials and techniques and learn how to mix and use colour in a painting. 

Core Aims  

 Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

 To evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

 Know about great artists, craft makers and designers and understand the historical and cultural 

development of their art forms.  

Pupils should be taught to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding by exploring and developing 

ideas :  

 record from first-hand observation, experience and imagination, and explore ideas  

 Ask and answer questions about the starting points for their work, and develop their ideas. 

 

Pupils should be taught to develop their knowledge and understanding: 

 use visual and tactile elements, including colour, pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form 

and space  

 use materials and processes used in making art, craft and design  

 Find differences and similarities in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers in different times 

and cultures [for example, sculptors, photographers, architects, textile designers]. 

 

Pupils should be taught to develop and evaluate their work: 

 Review what they and others have done and say what they think and feel about it identify what 

they might change in their current work or develop in their future work 

 
Pupils should be taught to create :  

 To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
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Pupils should be taught to communicate :  

 To use a drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination 

 

Pupils should be taught: 

 To develop a wide range of art and design techniques using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, 

form and space. 

 

Pupils should be taught to appreciate artists who inspire and influence us : 

 By knowing about the work of other artists, craft makers and designers, describing the difference 

and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.  

 
 
 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Investigate primary colours and create a colour wheel 

 Compare the differences and similarities of other artists 

 Investigate portraits by other artists 

 Learn about the dimensions of the face 

 To hold and use a paintbrush appropriately  

 Create a self-portrait – using a mirror and/or photographic image. 

 Focus on the features of the face – drawing them with a range of media 

 Create a collage of the face using a range of media 

 To create line drawings using pencil 

 To create a final piece of art work accumulating the work from this term. 

 To reflect upon a process 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

To understand what is meant by a portrait 

To identify the differences and similarities in the work of artists 

To investigate portraits by other artists 

To create a self-portrait using a mirror 

To hold a pencil correctly when drawing 

 

Begin by exploring the work of other artists – show the children a range of portraits allowing children to elicit what is meant by a self-

portrait.  

Focus on Vincent Van Gogh 

http://www.vangoghgallery.com/misc/selfportrait.html 

 

Compare this to Pablo Picasso 

http://www.pablopicasso.org/self-portrait.jsp 

 

Talk about a selection of self-portraits focusing on how artists have conveyed ideas about themselves, e.g. how do the artists show 

themselves? As a painter? As a mother? As a friend? As a person with status? Ask the children to suggest why portraits are made, e.g. 

to record an important time in a person’s life, to project a powerful image of the person, to portray individuals as wealthy, 

knowledgeable or hard working. Examine the work of a variety of artists ( refer to Coxhoe website- portraits-museum for resources) 

http://www.vangoghgallery.com/misc/selfportrait.html
http://www.pablopicasso.org/self-portrait.jsp
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What is different? What is similar? 

Focus on self-portraits. What do children think a self-portrait is? Explain that it is someone doing a picture of themselves. 

Model to children how to create a simple self-portrait using a mirror (line drawing). Encourage children to talk about the features they 

need to include and whereabouts they fit on the face. In pairs look at each other’s faces and talk about what you can see. Ask a child to 

describe their partner to the class. 

Ask children to go and draw a self-portrait of themselves using a mirror and pencil.  At the end of the unit they can compare this to 

their final piece.   

Analyse their portraits and ask children what are the positive aspects and what they think they need to improve on. 

 Challenge more able children to work in pairs with a less able child and write about one of the characters – what are they thinking? 

What is their life like? Etc. 

Ask the children to collect photographs and other information about themselves at home, school and play. 

 

To ask and answer questions about the starting points for their work, and to 

develop their ideas 

To understand how artists portray people through self portraits 

To create a collage of a face 

 

Talk about selected self-portraits focusing on how artists have conveyed ideas about themselves, e.g. how do the artists show 

themselves? As a painter? As a mother? As a friend? As a person with status? Ask the children to suggest why portraits are made, e.g. 

to record an important time in a person’s life, to project a powerful image of the person, to portray individuals as wealthy, 

knowledgeable or hard working. 

Focus the children’s attention on one self-portrait – Portrait of Paulo – by Pablo Picasso and Daniel Gordon – The Green Line 

 Ask them to describe: 

– the person or people and the objects they are holding, wearing, etc. (the content, subject) 

– the main shapes and colours, etc. in the image (the visual elements and the composition) 

– how the image is made. Is it a photograph? A painting? A print? (materials and processes used) 

– how the image makes them feel about the person portrayed. What sort of person is this? What is the person doing? What does 

the image tell you about the person? (the ideas and meanings) 
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Look at the features that appear on a self-portrait. E.g. eyes, lips, nose. Ears, hair, mouth, face shape, hair. 

Children to create a collage of a face using magazine cut outs – focus on the main features addressed above and how the elements 

bring the piece together.  

To investigate the possibilities of a range of materials and processes, including 

drawing 

To use a range of media and marks to create features of the face. 

To hold and use a paintbrush effectively and correctly 

Children to use a range of media to make marks creating the features of the face.  

Children to investigate a range of drawing media and the marks they can make in their visual diary, e.g. try out techniques for 

showing textures of hair, smoothness of skin, pattern on clothing. Encourage children to explore different types of marks, e.g. bold, 

expressive, quiet, and wriggly.  

Ask them to use marks that communicate ideas about themselves and how they would like to be seen by others, e.g. big and bold, quiet 

and thoughtful. 

Reflect upon the process that they have used and the effect of that particular media – is it powerful? Expressive? Did it help communicate 

ideas about you? How?  

 

Children to keep a page of exploration – using the media and investigating marks that can be made. 

 

 

 

To try out tools and techniques and apply these to materials and processes, 

including drawing 

To use a range of media to create facial features 

To hold and use a paintbrush effectively 

 

Children to focus on drawing different features e.g. set up a carousel using different media on e.g. pencils, pastels, crayons, paint and 

charcoal. Children could focus on drawing eyes and mouth one lesson using the different media to draw them in. Other features could be 

focused on in the subsequent lessons e.g. proportion of face/body, ears and nose. 

 

Set up a carousel of different media – enabling children to apply their previous skills from previous weeks – paint, charcoal, aqua paints, 

chalk, pencil.. Using each media children to investigate the impact upon the technique that is used and the process needed to create their 

feature. Children to complete this in their visual diary, adding to this as they progress. Vary the features. 

 

To represent observations, ideas and feelings, and design and make a paintings 

To understand the proportion of the face  

To use pencil to create a line drawing of the face, ensuring that the face 

Reintroduce the idea of proportion and facial features. 

Give the children a photograph of themselves. Ask them to look at themselves and think about the size and shape of their faces and 
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proportion is accurate 

 

 

about the size of parts of their face or body in relation to each other.  

Demonstrate how to proportion a face (T on board and children to work in visual diaries) divide into thirds to add features as whole 

class. Children to use pencil. Ask them to draw life-size self-portraits, including their head and shoulders – in their visual diaries. 

Ask the children to compare their line drawing at the beginning of the topic alongside their work and talk about similarities and 

differences. Reinforce that the children can choose how to portray themselves in their self-portraits, and show themselves as they wish to 

be seen.  

 

To represent observations, ideas and feelings, and design and make a painting  

To create a self-portrait using a range of skills and techniques 

To mix primary colours accurately to create secondary colours 

To hold and use a paintbrush effectively and correctly 

Using their drawings as a reference, ask the children to make a larger painting. Ask them to draw the outline and main shapes of the 

portrait using light-coloured chalk or a pencil. Children to focus on proportion – use their journey within their visual diary as reference 

to the shape and form of the facial features. 

Model how to mix paint and colour to represent skin, eyes, hair, etc. Demonstrate a system of colour mixing, e.g. combining two colours 

to achieve a range, adding black or white to make darker or lighter tones. Children to add paint to their outlines make a self-portrait 

painting. 

 

To review what they and others have done and say what they think and feel 

about it 

To identify how you might change in their current work or develop in their future 

work 

 

As a class, review the children’s drawings and paintings and the decisions they made.  

Talk about what they think has been most successful (encourage them to use descriptive and expressive language). What ideas about 

themselves and meanings did they want to convey? How have they represented themselves? What have they included in the portrait 

and why? What are they doing in their portrait? How have they used the media – drawing, paint? How have they used visual qualities 

such as line, colour, and texture? What do they think about the techniques they have used? 

Ask children to create their own caption/explanation to go with their artwork in the portrait gallery. Look at previous self-portraits by 

other artists are guidance.  

Ask the children to say what they would like to change about their work and what they think they would like to do in the future. How 

might they show themselves differently? What characteristics might they have portrayed instead? What would they like to show in a 
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portrait of someone else?  

Identify the successful parts of their painting and explain why they think these parts are successful and what needs to be changed or 

improved. 
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Manor Primary School 

Year 2 : Art and Design 

Autumn Term : Investigating the World of Colour 

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will explore the world of colour. They will investigate primary and secondary colours and consider how colours can be mixed to make a new colour. The children will compare the work of artists and 

investigate how colour can reflect a mood. They will consider the impact of colour used within paintings and why particular colours are chosen. They will understand what is meant by the word ‘tone’ and explore ways of 

making colours lighter and darker.  

Core Aims  

 to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and 

imagination 

 to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, 

form and space 

 about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and 

similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work 

Pupils should be taught to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding by exploring and developing 

ideas :  

 record from first-hand observation, experience and imagination, and explore ideas  

 Ask and answer questions about the starting points for their work, and develop their ideas. 

 

Pupils should be taught to develop their knowledge and understanding: 

 use visual and tactile elements, including colour, pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form 

and space  

 use materials and processes used in making art, craft and design  

 Find differences and similarities in the work of artists, craftspeople and designers in different times 

and cultures [for example, sculptors, photographers, architects, textile designers]. 

 

Pupils should be taught to develop and evaluate their work: 

 Review what they and others have done and say what they think and feel about it identify what 

they might change in their current work or develop in their future work 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Investigate how secondary colours are made by mixing colours 
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 Investigate the work of Piet Mondrian and Kandinsky 

 Create a painting using block colour  

 Experiment and understand what is meant by the word tone 

 Create investigate colour mixing 

 To hold and use a paintbrush appropriately  

 

 Understand how to  make a colour darker and lighter 

 Investigate how mood and emotion can be created through colour 

 Use a range of media to  create a mood board 

 Reflect upon a process 

 

 Create a final piece of artwork 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

To be able to mix primary colours to create secondary colour 

To investigate how secondary colours are made by creating a colour wheel 

To investigate the work of Piet Mondrian 

To create a painting using block colour, in the style of Pier Mondrian 

To apply painting effectively 

To hold and use a paintbrush accurately 

 

Explain to children that when trying to create an effective painting it is useful to know about colours. 

 

Introduce the lesson by asking the children if they know what the primary/secondary 

colours are.    

 

Show children some examples of paintings by Piet Mondrian, explain that his style was 

blocks of primary colours with white blocks and black lines. 

Children create their own – only using red, yellow, blue, black. Could differentiate by 

providing templates if necessary. 

 

Discuss what happens if 2 of the primary colours are mixed (equal parts).  Explain that 

when you mix primary colours, the resulting colour is called a secondary colour.   

Children to investigate how secondary colours are made – creating a colour wheel of 

primary and secondary colours. 

 

To experiment with tone 

To understand how tone can be changed by adding black or white paint 

To investigate how to create shades of colours by mixing   

To understand how tone can the affect the atmosphere of a painting 

To hold and use a paintbrush accurately 

 

 

Tone 

 

Discuss the terms ‘lighter’ and ‘darker’ and explain to children that this is known as the ‘tone’. How can you change the tone of a colour?  

The tone of a colour is determined by how light or dark it is. By adding black we can create a shade eg burgundy is a shade of red. 

Explain to children that tone can be changed by adding white or black paint. Always add dark to light. Show the children how they can create 

shades of different colours by mixing small amounts of black and white into any colour of paint. Stress the importance of only using a small 

amount of dark paint when mixing to avoid swamping the main colour.  

 

Children to investigate making different shades of colour using black and white to create light and dark. Create as colour swashes in visual 
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diary.  

 

 

To investigate how mood and emotion can be created through colour 

 

To choose specific colours that reflect a mood 

 

To mix colours appropriately to reflect a specific mood 

 

 

Mixing colours to create a mood 

Show the children images from Picasso’s blue period http://www.webexhibits.org/colorart/mood.html. Van Gogh ‘ Sunflowers’ creating 

energy. 

Ask the children to list as many emotions or feelings as they can. Write them down on a board. Then get the children to think about whether 

certain colours go with certain emotions.  

Children to investigate how mood can be created through colour investigating this in their visual diaries. After exploring the different 

emotions and colour. (Cool colours leading to a calm atmosphere, dark colours leading to drama) 

 

 

To use a range of media to create a mood board that reflects a specific mood 

To understand how mood can be created through the use of colour 

Mood Boards 

 

Ask the children to choose one emotion and paint what they think that emotion looks like.  

They can think about the different colours that they might use for that emotion.  

When the children have made their pictures, group the pictures which portray the same emotion. Do the children’s pictures have similarities?  

Discuss the expressions that we use that link colours with emotions, such as:  

“Green with jealousy” 
“Red with anger” 
“White dove of peace” 
“S/he’s got the blues” 
 

Introduce the children to mood board – discuss what is it and how it used to reflect a particular colour. 

Children to use a range of media to create a mood board – children to create a collage when creating their mood board – use magazines, 

paint, tissue any representation of that colour.  

 

http://www.webexhibits.org/colorart/mood.html
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To investigate the work of Kandinsky 

To  create a set of 3 concentric circles in the style of Kandinsky  

 

Introduce Kandinsky. Ask the children to look closely at the painting  

 
Get them to describe all of the different things that they can see in the paintings. How 

does the tone affect the atmosphere in the picture?  Can they identify eg, a subtle pale or 

vivid strong tone? 

 

Work with the children to identify the different colours that they can see in the painting. 

Write a list of the suggested colours on the board. Work with the class to distinguish 

between the colours.  

 

Is this a dark or a light green? Is this red more like a pink or a purple?  

   

Children to create a set of 3 concentric circles in the style of Kandinsky. 

 

Develop to creating their own Kandinsky painting applying their understanding of primary and secondary colours. Children could use each 

square to reflect elements of their learning ; 

 Mood 

 Colour mixing 

 Primary colours 

 Secondary colours 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=_gIg5Qj8SZ2ehM&tbnid=WX15ZT6HlEOL3M:&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://www.wassilykandinsky.net/work-370.php&ei=uiaoU9jqLbDy7Aaep4GQCw&psig=AFQjCNFhPa-Pdwu3Bq8zwAiv_uJdTz30mw&ust=1403615290869103
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Manor Primary School 

Autumn Term – Art and Design 

Year 3 – Art and Artists : Portraits, Paintings and Sculpture.  

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will investigate how paintings, prints, photographs and other images that include figures communicate ideas about relationships. They use composition skills to make a double portrait that conveys ideas 

about themselves and their relationship with another person in their lives. They focus on sketching in proportion. They focus on drawing accurately hands and feet. 

 

Core Aims  

 Produce creative work, exploring their ideas and recording their experiences 

 Become proficient in drawing, painting, sculpture and other art, craft and design techniques 

 To evaluate and analyse creative works using the language of art, craft and design 

 Know about great artists, craft m akers and designers and understand the historical and cultural 

development of their art forms. 

Pupils should be taught to explore and develop their ideas :  

Children will have opportunities to: 

 record from experience and imagination, to select and record from first-hand observation and to explore 

ideas for different purposes  

 question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas to use in their work 

 collect visual and other information [for example, images, materials] to help them develop their ideas, 

including using a sketchbook. 

 

Pupils should be taught to valuating and developing work 

Children will have opportunities to: 

 compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others' work and say what they think and feel 

about them 

 adapt their work according to their views and describe how they might develop it further. 

 

Pupils should be taught to investigate and make art, craft and design 

Children will have opportunities to: 

 investigate and combine visual and tactile qualities of materials and processes and to match these 

qualities to the purpose of the work  
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 apply their experience of materials and processes, including drawing, developing their control of tools 

and techniques 

 use a variety of methods and approaches to communicate observations, ideas and feelings, and to design 

and make images and artefacts. 

 

Pupils should be taught to have a knowledge and understanding 

Children will have opportunities to: 

 visual and tactile elements, including colour, pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form and space, 

and how these elements can be combined and organised for different purposes 

 materials and processes used in art, craft and design and how these can be matched to ideas and 

intentions  

 the roles and purposes of artists, craftspeople and designers working in different times and cultures [for 

example, Western Europe and the wider world]. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Investigate the work of Vincent Van Gogh and Cezanne  

 Reproduce a portrait in the style of Vincent Van Gogh or Cezanne 

 Look closely at portraiture and body shapes 

 Create a line drawing of a face using the correct proportion 

 Create detailed sketches of facial features 

 Draw a hand or shoe in proportion 

 Mould clay into  various shapes and size 

 Create a hand or foot using clay 

 Add detail by moulding clay and using tools to make marks 

 Reflect upon a process 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

To investigate the work of Vincent Van Gogh and Cezanne by looking closely at 

portraits and sections of the body. 

To reproduce a portrait in the style of Vincent Van Gogh or Cezanne. 

To choose or make appropriate colours reflecting a painting 

To use a paintbrush to  create brush strokes 

 

To investigate the work of Van Gogh and Cézanne their work on portraits and sections of body. Look at the work of these artists such as 

http://www.vangoghgallery.com/misc/selfportrait.html and Cezanne http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_C%C3%A9zanne – focus on the 

face particularly.  

 

Model recreating one of their paintings – allow children to choose. Look at the style of the artist. Consider : Is paint used? If so what are 

the brush strokes like? How is the person portrayed? Do the colours reflect their mood? How do you know?  

 

Children reproduce portraits in the style of thee artist. Compare their work to that of that artist – how does yours differ? What is 

similar? How does the artist use colour? Line? Why? Is emotion depicted? How? Why? Is this effective? What would you change? 

 

To create a line drawing of a face in the correct proportion 

To create detailed sketches of facial features. 

To add shading to a line drawing of the face. 

Focus the learning on their face – how do we proportion our face? Can we use our past knowledge? Children to look at a photograph of 

themselves.  

Teacher to model creating the correct proportion of the face – eyes, ears, nose and mouth. Add the shoulders if needed to help. 

 

Discuss the formation of the eyes, nose and mouth and their position on the face. Focus on each individually and create a line drawing of 

each. Focus on specific elements such as tear ducts, eye lashes, the pupil, nostrils, lips. How does the shape of the nose compare? How are 

our eyes different? Similar? What fine details can you see? How can we draw these? What shapes have you used?  

 

Model how to use a range of pencils to add tone – light and dark using shading. Model how to create this using cross hatching, weight 

on the pencil, varying the pencil that is used. How can we create darker lines? Lighter lines? How can we use the pencil effectively? Why 

do we use different pencils? What do they resemble?  

 

Children to apply their understanding of tone to their line drawing – creating light and dark using shading. 

 

http://www.vangoghgallery.com/misc/selfportrait.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_C%C3%A9zanne
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To reflect upon the work of other artists 

To create observational pencil drawings focusing on drawing people in 

proportion.   

To add shading to my work to create tones of light and dark 

Drawing people in proportion 

Begin by getting children to investigate a range of pictures / paintings of artists showing people –   

Focus on Vincent Van Gogh and Henry Matisse. What are their thoughts? How do artists portray people in different ways? Do they 

reflect the mood of the person? Do they use a particular media to communicate a specific meaning? What effect does each media have? 

Why is a particular media used? How would a change of media effect the painting? Can you see a particular emotion or mood being 

depicted? Why? How? 

 

Model to children how to sketch a person in proportion. Model how to create a line drawing of body. Use an image from an artist such 

as  

 

Model how to create areas of tone, light and dark using a range of pencils – discuss the softness of the lead and how effects can be 

created through shading to make it more realistic. 

 

Children to use their image to create areas of tone, light and dark on their original line drawing. Consider: which areas are darker, lighter 

or gradually move from one shade to another. Discuss how we will need to work closely to create fine control and detail. 

 

Children to evaluate their learning making suggested improvements. 

 

To create observation pencil drawings focusing on two people in proportion 

To create shades of colour using primary colours.  

To complete a piece of art work by using secondary colours to emphasise tone, 

light and dark.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recap learning from last week – focus on how we created our sketch of a person in proportion. 

 

Model creating a line drawing of two people in different positions from last week – Discuss the relationship that these people have.  

Provide children with a photograph of the two people drawing both people in proportion showing relationship.  Children to create a line 

drawing – provide different photographs if needed.  

 

Discuss and identify primary colours – how can we mix these to create secondary colours? Children to explore how this media offers 

opportunities for fine control – focus on how to hold the paintbrush. 

  

Children to complete their image by mixing primary colours – creating areas of tone; light and dark and mixing colours appropriately to 

emphasis body shape and parts. Children to compare and contrast their images from last week to this – identifying the differences and 

similarities. 
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To collect visual and other information to help them develop ideas 

To question and make thoughtful observations about the starting points for their 

work 

To develop your control of a range of media and the techniques you can use. 

To draw a hand or shoe in proportion. 

To use a viewfinder to focus on a specific part of a shoe or hand, using detail 

when recreating. 

 

 

Children to make detailed and accurate sketches of shoes / trainers boots in proportion – use a range of shoes ; heeled, trainers, boots, 

flip-flops - Vincent Van Gogh – Four Sketches of a foot 

 

Children to make detailed sketches of hands in proportion. Focus on key skills covered in exploring and developing ideas – focus on the 

proportion of the fingers, nails, skin. Begin by modelling a flat hand and move on to hand position to develop. Look at Vincent Van 

Gogh – two hands, Vincent Van Gogh – three hands. How does Vincent create the form of the hand? The shape? Nails? Joints? Skin? 

Wrinkles?  

 

Children to make viewfinder and reproduce part of shoe/ boot/ hand. Children to create picture repeating part of boot/ shoe/ hand 

 

Use a range of media, paint, pastel, crayons, pencils to recreate allowing children to explore. 

 

To mould clay into various shapes and sizes 

To investigate how to make marks in clay 

 

Children to use clay to make a range of shapes in different sizes using their hands. Children to consider how they put pressure on the 

clay to form different shapes, twisting, turning, pressing and pushing it into different sizes. 

 

Children to use clay tools to make marks in the clay – What shapes do the tools make? How can we make …? What can we do to make 
this mark? How can we create a ….?  
 

Using the clay children to make a finger – can they also include a nail? The wrinkles or marks in the skin? Does the finger resemble their 

own? 

 

To mould clay into various shapes 

To make a sculpture of a hand or a foot 

To use a range of tools to make marks in clay 

To evaluate my sculpture and suggest improvements that can be made next time. 

 

Children to use clay to make a sculpture of a hand or a foot with the correct proportion, using their own as a guide ( a picture can be 

used if needed ). Children to create the correct form, shaping of fingers, nails, skin detail and apply their learning from this term. 

 

Children to create this in stage, adding elements of nails and details as they move through their learning. Children to take time to reflect 

and understand the shapes of each of the fingers in proportion to the others. A 
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Children to focus on moulding the clay to the correct proportion – how can we create the fingers? Toes? How can we ensure that the 

toes/fingers are all in the correct proportion to each other? The whole foot/hand?  
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Manor Primary School 

Art and Design 

Year 4 : Creating Mosaics 

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will explore how to make a mosaic and develop a mosaic of their own. They explore different scenes in the school environment as a setting for their mosaic. They will photograph things around school to 

use in their mosaics. They go on to make sketches for their mosaic. They compare the ideas, methods and approaches used in their own and other artists’ and mosaic makers work. 

Core Aims  

Pupils should be taught: 

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

 

Pupils should be taught to explore and develop their ideas :  

Children will have opportunities to: 

 record from experience and imagination, to select and record from first-hand observation and to explore ideas for 

different purposes  

 question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas to use in their work 

 collect visual and other information [for example, images, materials] to help them develop their ideas, including 

using a sketchbook. 

 

Pupils should be taught to valuating and developing work 

Children will have opportunities to: 

 compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others' work and say what they think and feel about 

them 

 adapt their work according to their views and describe how they might develop it further. 

 

Pupils should be taught to investigate and make art, craft and design 

Children will have opportunities to: 

 investigate and combine visual and tactile qualities of materials and processes and to match these qualities to the 

purpose of the work  

 apply their experience of materials and processes, including drawing, developing their control of tools and 

techniques 

 use a variety of methods and approaches to communicate observations, ideas and feelings, and to design and 

make images and artefacts. 
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Pupils should be taught to have a knowledge and understanding 

Children will have opportunities to: 

 visual and tactile elements, including colour, pattern and texture, line and tone, shape, form and space, and how 

these elements can be combined and organised for different purposes 

 materials and processes used in art, craft and design and how these can be matched to ideas and intentions  

 the roles and purposes of artists, craftspeople and designers working in different times and cultures [for example, 

Western Europe and the wider world]. 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Investigate and compare mosaics by a range of artists 

 Plan a mosaic 

 Create a Roman mosaic using tiles, adhesive and grout 

 Explore and recreate the style of Seurat 

 Create  a colour wheel 

 Use adhesive and grout to bond tiles to a surface 

 Use tools and techniques when creating a mosaic  

 Evaluate a range of mosaics and their own 

 Reflect upon each elements of a process 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

To investigate what a mosaic is and how a mosaic is planned and developed 

To evaluate a range of mosaics 

To create a simple mosaic using paper. 

 

What are Mosaics? 

Give children opportunities to investigate what a mosaic is. Look at mosaics in entrance hall/quad that children in school have done.  

Look at Mosaics from Roman times – discuss what a mosaic is, how it is created, their purpose, Use http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosaic 

to locate mosaics to discuss.  Discuss the complexity of some mosaics and compare them. 

 

Model how to develop a simple picture using small square pieces of card and how picture is built up. Model using squared paper to 

design and making paper mosaic. Let children use squared paper to plan picture and then make their own paper mosaic. 

 

To investigate work of artists whose art is in a mosaic style 

To explore the style of Seurat  

To investigate the technique that Seurat used 

To create a painting based on the technique of pointillism 

 

Get children to explore artist Seurat painting with points. Model how to create effect with paint.  

What effect do the ‘points’ have? How does his work compare to other artists that we know of? How does this work resemble a mosaic? 

 

1. Ask the children to paint with dots (paint brushes) paint with tops of paintbrushes. Discuss the use of pointillism giving a historical 

background to why it is used through ‘optical mixing’.  
2. Use https://www.learntogether.org.uk/.../Georges%20Seurat%20powerpoint.  

  

Children to investigate technique and create a painting in the style of Seurat. What difficulties did you face? What did you find tricky? 

Was it easy to create the ‘optical mixing’ effect? Why?   

  

To investigate the work of artists whose art is in a mosaic style 

To explore the style of Matisse  

To investigate the technique that Matisse used and create a montage  

To understand the impact of Henry Matisse’s’ colour wheel.  

 

Children to explore artist Matisse – children to explore his colour palette. Children to create their own and discuss why he only used 

those specific colours. 

 

Why did Matisse just use a particular palette? What effect does this have?  

 

Look at the technique that Matisse uses – Matisse used cut-out shapes, pure colours and strong patterns in his pictures. 

Discuss how art pictures that are made by cutting out specific shapes and sticking them onto paper or a board are called montages.  Show 

the children examples http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Mattisse-Art-Lesson-6265150/  and discuss the impact of his imagery and 

bold colours. What do you think of his paintings? Why are they powerful?  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mosaic
https://www.learntogether.org.uk/.../Georges%20Seurat%20powerpoint
http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/Mattisse-Art-Lesson-6265150/
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Using their colour wheel and coloured paper children to recreate ‘Icarus’ or ‘The Snail’. Children to then use the skills that they have 

developed to create their own montage in the style of Matisse. 

 

To explore how to make a mosaic using mosaic tiles, grout and adhesive 

To develop the technique of grouting and using adhesive to secure tiles to a 

material 

 

Model to children how to make mosaic using tiles, grout and adhesive. Get them to make own using ceramic tile and mosaic tiles on top. 

Discuss health and safety. 

 

Get children to cover bottles, plant pots, boxes etc. with mosaic tiles to practice technique. Add other things instead of tiles shells etc to 

practise using grout and adhesive appropriately and accurately.  

 

To design a Roman Mosaic 

To make a Mosaic using mosaic tiles, grout and adhesive 

To use appropriate tools and techniques to create a Roman mosaic 

To work collaboratively to create a Roman Mosaic based upon a group design 

 

Children to create a sketch of their mosaic based on a Roman theme – use existing examples as reference. Using squared paper children 

to plan their mosaic – with a partner or as a group. 

 

Children to consider :  

How the tiles will need to fit accurately or be turned at different angles 

How the tiles cannot be cut 

How shapes can be formed (edges) by turning the tiles,  

How colour is used to create images 

Children to use their learning when creating montages to understand how the shapes are formed.  

 

On large wooden boards children create their group mosaic initially drawing on the board, using adhesive and small tiles. Children 

complete with grouting.  

 

Children take photos of process. Children to write captions to photos showing stages of how to produce a mosaic for class display. 

 

 Discuss the mosaics that the children have produced.  

What skills and techniques have we used to produce there pictures? If you were to change the process and improve it what you do? Did 

the children like doing these mosaics? Why? Why not? How did you work together as a group? Was it successful? What did you have to 

think about? If you were to do it again what would you do differently or improve? In their visual diaries, children write a short 

evaluation.  
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Manor Primary School 

Art and Design 

Year 5: Digital Media : Creating a portfolio 

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will use a range of digital software to recreate and create a range of paintings based upon the work of other artists. They will develop their understanding of what a portfolio is and create their own 

portfolio that demonstrates their uses of software and a camera to create images. The children will collate a series of images ; inspired by artist and photographs that   

Core Aims  

Pupils should be taught: 

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture 

with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

 

Pupils should be taught to explore and develop ideas 

Children should: 

 record from experience and imagination, to select and record from first-hand observation and to explore ideas 

for different purposes 

 question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas to use in their work 

 collect visual and other information [for example, images, materials] to help them develop their ideas, 

including using a sketchbook. 

 

Pupils should be taught to evaluate and develop work 

Pupils should: 

 compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others' work and say what they think and feel 

about them 

 adapt their work according to their views and describe how they might develop it further 

 

Pupils should be taught to develop their knowledge and understanding 

Pupils should: 

 investigate and combine visual, tactile and digital qualities of materials and processes and to match these 

qualities to the purpose of the work 

 apply their experience of materials and processes, including drawing, developing their control of tools and 

techniques 
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 use a variety of methods and approaches to communicate observations, ideas and feelings, and to design and 

make images and artefacts 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Investigate the work of a range of artists 

 Understand the impact of colour in painting and photographs 

 Understand the use of shades of colour 

 Create contrasting colours 

 Use the primary and secondary colour wheel 

 Compare the work of other artists 

 Use the app ‘brushes’ to recreate and create their own paintings 

 Understand what is meant by light, shade and tone 

 Use a camera to take still images 

 Edit a photograph 

 Create a montage of photographs 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

To investigate the work of David Hockney 

To identify the techniques used by David Hockney when recreating his images  

To compare David Hockney’s paintings by hand to those on the iPad 

To investigate the app ‘Brushes’ 
 

Introduce the children to David Hockney – explore his paintings and discuss his use of colour, light and shade, shape, tone and form. 

 

Show the children how David Hockney now uses an ipad to recreate his images this is because he can paint at any point. Discuss how 

David has create an exhibition purely from his ipad paintings. Compare those that have been painted by hand to those on the ipad. 

How do they compare? What is different? Similar? Do you think it is easier or harder to use an ipad than a paint brush? What are the 

advantages and disadvantages to using an ipad to paint brush? 

 

Use the links http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-11666162 

 http://www.fondation-pb-ysl.net/fr/Accueil-Fondation-Pierre-Berge-Yves-Saint-Laurent-471.html  

http://www.artivi.com/vernissages/davidhockney.php to discuss images.  

 

Identify that Hockney has used the app brushes – this app not only allows you to create a painting but also allows you to watch each 

brush stroke being created so a performance painting is created.  

 

Children to investigate this app and its features such as the use of colour and the different brush strokes that can be used. 

 

To create still life image of a piece of fruit using the app ‘Brushes’  
To use shades of colour to create light and shade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using the app brushes children to create a still life image like David Hockney does of a piece of fruit. Children to consider the shape of 

the fruit. 

 

Observe the performance painting and identify how David creates the background first, moves on to the shape of the fruit, then colour 

and shade. Children to use the app to create their painting.  

 

Children to use the app to create their own image of a piece of fruit, identifying the colours that they need to use and ensuring that they 

can create the correct shape, line and tone.  

How can we use the app to apply shades of colour? How can we create a line drawing? What can we do to develop our painting and 

improve it? 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-11666162
http://www.fondation-pb-ysl.net/fr/Accueil-Fondation-Pierre-Berge-Yves-Saint-Laurent-471.html
http://www.artivi.com/vernissages/davidhockney.php
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Model how to use different shades of colour using the app and apply this to a drawing. Consider light and shade on the piece of fruit 

(within the classroom) and apply this to their painting.  Print off work 

 

To edit a still life image of a piece of fruit using the app ‘Brushes’  
To use different brush strokes to create a particular effect.  

 

Recap learning from last week – children to watch their performance back so far and discuss what improvements they can make. Allow 

children time to make slight improvements to their art work – focus on the skills they were developing last week. 

 

Children to now focus on the brush strokes that the app creates, investigate creating different effects using the brush strokes such as  

Dark over light 

Not using white 

Mixing pale colours 

Laying a washed background 

 

How can washed backgrounds be created? What is the effect of dark over light? What happens when we mixed pale colours? What 

happens when we don’t use white? How do dark and light brush strokes compare? What are the effects of different brush strokes? What 

would a thick brush stroke be used for? Why would we use thin lines? How can we compare the brush strokes? Which artists will use 

each brush strokes? Why? 

 

Brush strokes to use : Fine lines, dabbed marks, long brush strokes, dabs, creating a texture 

 

Children to edit their painting from last week – consider how they can now use their skills from this week to develop their painting 

further.  

 

Children to watch back their performance painting with a partner and identify improvements they can make. Print off work 

 

To investigate the work of David Hockney 

To use a camera to take still images of our school environment 

To use create a montage of images using publisher.  

 

Introduce the children to the work of David Hockney – discuss how he creates montages of images of one person using different camera 

angles. Show him the picture ‘My Mother’ discuss how he layered the images to create a final piece.  

What effect does this give? What different angles are the photographs taken? How powerful is this image? What do you like/dislike? 

 

 

Discuss how to use a camera – identify the camera properties and recap how to use it. Identify features and reflect upon images that 

include blurred lines, edge and those that are in focus – show examples. What are the effects of each? How do colours relate to this 

learning? How can we ensure precise photographs?  
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Allow children to investigate using a camera to take images from different angles of our school environment, children to import them 

into the computer and layer them using publisher. Children to discuss blurred images, colours within our environment, objects in our 

environment, comparison of colour and background scenery.  

 

How does the angle affect the image? What effect does it have? Would you change the angle? Why? Does it depict anything else? What 

purpose would this angle be used for? 

 

Print work for their portfolio 

 

 

To use a camera to take still images of our school grounds 

To use publisher to rebuild an image using photographs 

To create a montage of images 

 

 

 

Recap and look at the images children have taken last week based upon our school grounds. How did we use our camera? What skills did 

we develop? What features of the camera did we use? How did we zoom in? zoom out? What different effects did this have?  

 

Focus on the image David Hockney, Place Furstenberg #1, Paris, August 7-9, 1985 and Merced river, 1982. Discuss the images and how 

the collage is created. 

 

Children to take images of the school field at various angles – facing the same point. Children to import the pictures and cut them. Then 

recreate their initial image by cutting the photographs into squares, rectangles or diagonally into triangles. Children to take their images 

out to their initial scene and compare. 

How are they different? How are they the same? How did we build up the images to recreate our scene? 

Keep work for a portfolio. 

 
To use a camera to take facial images 

To create a montage of images using publisher in the style of David Hockney 

To evaluate photographs that have been taken, identifying improvements that can 

be made 

 

Recap the work of David Hockney, particularly the image ‘My mother’. Look closely at the image and discuss how the image is simply 

made of layers of photographs. Identify how the different angles of photographs create a 3D effect to the painting.  

 

Children to use a camera to take images of a face from different angles. Model and discuss camera angles when doing this ensuring that 

the children understand effective ways of doing this. 

 

Using the software PIXL children to edit their images and consider the effects that they can use. Allow children to experiment with sepia, 

black and white, greyscale so they can choose various effects for their final piece. 
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Children to choose the range of effects they want on their pictures for their final piece. Ensure that the collection of photographs still 

builds up to create the face. 
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Manor Primary School 

Art and Design: Year 6  

Digital Media: Investigating light 

 

Overview of the Learning: 

In this unit children will interpret and understand the impact of light and shade within a painting. They will develop their understanding of how light is used to pick out details, create a focus, creates deep shadows, capture 

profiles, creates mood and mystery, dramatic effect and touches objects. Using a camera, the children will experiment and develop their understanding of light to create images that have a focal point; reflect the work of a 

range of photographers. They will take their own photographs using a range of lighting effects, evaluating upon the process as they go. 

 

Core Aims  

Pupils should be taught: 

 to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

 to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a 

range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

 about great artists, architects and designers in history. 

Pupils should be taught to explore and develop ideas 

Children should: 

 record from experience and imagination, to select and record from first-hand observation and to explore 

ideas for different purposes 

 question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas to use in their work 

 collect visual and other information [for example, images, materials] to help them develop their ideas, 

including using a sketchbook. 

 

Pupils should be taught to evaluate and develop work 

Pupils should: 

 compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others' work and say what they think and feel 

about them 

 adapt their work according to their views and describe how they might develop it further 

 

Pupils should be taught to develop their knowledge and understanding 

Pupils should: 

 investigate and combine visual, tactile and digital qualities of materials and processes and to match these 

qualities to the purpose of the work 
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 apply their experience of materials and processes, including drawing, developing their control of tools 

and techniques 

 use a variety of methods and approaches to communicate observations, ideas and feelings, and to design 

and make images and artefacts 

 

Expectations 

Children can: 

 Investigate how light is use to create a range of effects on a painting  

 Unpick elements of a painting focusing upon the impact of light 

 Investigate the work of Monet 

 Understand the key features of the impressionism era 

 Explore how to capture the effects of light by mixing contrasting colours.  

 Recreate a painting by Monet using contrasting colours 

 Understand how lighting within a photograph can affect the mood  

 Explore how natural light sources can used within a photograph. 

 Take images experimenting with the use of natural light 

 Experiment with the use of natural light within portraits 

 Take a range of photographs using artificial light  

 Experiment with the impact of light when taking portraits 

 Create images that contain shade and cask facial shadows 

 Use PIXL to edit images  

 Adjust images using PIXL so they are black and white, in colour or sepia 

 Compare the mood and effect of images when lighting is changed and adjusted 

 Understand why specific lighting is used for different reasons 
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Learning Objectives Suggested Learning Opportunities  

To investigate how light is use to create a range of effects on a painting  

To unpick elements of a painting focusing upon the impact of light 

To understand how the use of colour depicts light variation within a painting 

 

Show the children a range of paintings that have a light focus. Discuss the impact of light on each of the paintings, identify the way in 

which light is used to pick out details, create a focus, creates deep shadows, captures profiles, creates mood and mystery, dramatic effect 

and touches objects.  

 

Children to unpick elements of the paintings and discuss each in turn – present their learning to the rest of the class. Discussing and 

identifying key elements and the impact of light.  

 

Paintings to use 

 

Joseph Wright – an experiment on a bird in an air pump 

Rembrant – A woman bathing in a stream 

George de la Tour – The dream of St Joseph 

 

Children to work into their sketch book so there is a continual resource for referral. 

 

To investigate the work of Monet 

To understand the key features of the impressionism era 

To explore how to capture the effects of light by mixing contrasting colours.  

To mix contrasting colours using primary and secondary colours 

To recreate a painting by Monet using contrasting colours 

 

 

Introduce the work of Monet and discuss how shadow and light creates a mood. Discuss shadow and how Monet 

Discovered that the same object in different light have different mood. Discuss that Claude Monet spent 60 years exploring light on a 

landscape.  

 

Look at the paintings ‘haystacks’ identify that Monet’s paintings were within the impressionism era – discuss the specifics of this era. 

http://www.tes.co.uk/ResourceDetail.aspx?storyCode=6312531.  

 

Focus on light ; how monet captured the effects of light, worked fast to capture the effects of light on the landscape, used contrasting 

colours to create light effects and NEVER used black. How has light variation been captured? What colours are used to depict this? How 

can we create lighter and darker shades of a colour? Why is there a shadow in the painting? What is creating this? How can we create 

this ourselves using colour? 

 

Children to experiment with contrasting colours and how they can be used to make light and dark colours rather than using black.  

 

Children to choose one of Monet’s haystacks paintings and recreate it using their contrasting colours – children to use paint. Children to 

work in their sketch book so there is a continual resource for referral. 

http://www.tes.co.uk/ResourceDetail.aspx?storyCode=6312531
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To look at how light changes the appearance of an image  

To take photographs of our school environment  

To grey scale and black/white images using publishing software.  

 

Children to investigate using a camera – particularly focusing on taking images that are in focus around our school ground. Discuss and 

model specific skills that can be used today – identifying how to take shots in focus, zooming in, looking at where the light is, creating a 

focal point and taking images of specific things in the forefront. 

 

Children to then use publisher to import the images and grey scale / black and white them - comparing the difference between colour 

and grey scale/black and white images. What is the difference between the images? How does light impact upon the images? How does 

the change in light impact upon an image? 

 

Children to focus upon how light changes between the images and the impact that this has. Make a comparison between the use of 

colour and light.  Children to present and discuss their preferred giving reasons for each. 

 

Children to stick work into their sketch book so there is a continual resource for referral. 

 

To understand how lighting within a photograph can affect the mood  

To explore how natural light sources can used within a photograph. 

To take images experimenting with the use of natural light 

 

 

Show the children a range of photographs where lighting has enhanced elements of the picture or where natural sunlight has impacted 

upon the image (google : natural light in photography)  

 

Discuss the impact of light, reflecting upon the light source and whether it is used to pick out details, create a focus, creates deep 

shadows, captures profiles, creates mood and mystery, dramatic effect and touches objects.  

 

Children to investigate the use of natural light by taking photographs of their peers ; focus on PORTRAITS inc HEADS AND 

SHOULDERS. Ensure that the children take images outside and within the classroom. What specific skills have been used? How did we 

ensure that our images were in focus? What camera angles did we use? How did camera angles affect the picture? What can you do to 

improve? 

 

Images to be imported and a collage to be created demonstrating the comparison between images. Children to stick work into their 

sketch book so there is a continual resource for referral. 

 

To understand how light can be sprinkled  

To experiment with sprinkled light through trees 

To take accurate images, using a camera, of sprinkled light 

 

Introduce the children to sprinkled light – show them a range of images and discuss the effect of sprinkled light.  

 

How do you think this effect is created? How and when can we take photographs of this? What is the effect of sprinkled light? Does it 

create a particular mood? Are there reasons why these photographs would be taken? 
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Show the children images of sprinkled light through trees – can we create any images like these?  Children to investigate how a camera 

can be used to create images that contain sprinkled light.  

 

Children to add images to their sketchbooks. 

 

 

To experiment with the use of natural light within portraits 

To take a range of photographs using artificial light  

To experiment with the impact of light when taking portraits 

To create images that contain shade and cask facial shadows 

 

To use PIXL to edit images  

To adjust images using PIXL so they are black and white, in colour or sepia 

To compare the mood and effect of images when lighting is changed and adjusted 

 

 

To understand why specific lighting is used for different reasons 

Refocus the children on images that are solely portraits and that have used natural and artificial light. Discuss and compare the images – 

identifying the specific uses for each, reasons and the effect that is given. 

 

Children to discuss the impact of natural light from their prior learning. Continue to develop this understanding by providing specific 

lighting effects and allowing children to investigate, import and compare. Continue with Portraits inc head and shoulders. 

 

Photograph 1 – bright light 

Photograph 2 – in the dark shade with no flash 

Photograph 3 – Lit underneath by torch or lamp 

Photograph 4 – Lit from side to cask facial shadows 

Photograph 5 – Lit from above 

 

Children use an online editing software such as PIXL. Images to be turned black and white, colour and also experimenting with sepia. 

Children to create collages of each to compare the impact in publishing software. 

 

How does lighting change the mood within pictures? How did you use the camera to create different effects? What is the impact of 

shade? How do we create shadows? How can we create a cask? What effect did each photograph have?  What effects are given? Do you 

like them? Why? What effect would you use for a wedding? A night scene? To reflect particular weather? 

 

Children to use these images to create their final portfolio – build this up during each lesson. 

 

 


